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distant sea, but as you wander about these marshes, it is
possible to trace in the ground the shape of the harbours in
\vhich the Roman fleet once anchored.

The main street runs through the ruins for a great distance
paved with huge blocks of Mono, and from it branch side
streets which lead you to the private houses, baths, and blocks
of tenement flats which have been lying for centuries beauti-
fully prcsnvcd under a covering of sand. Ostia should be
entirely comprehensible to this age, because it thought of
nothing but getting rich on trade, and evidence of this is every-
where visible. It was, of course, the great granary of Rome.
Here was stored the corn which stopped the mouth of revolu-
tion, or failed to stop it, as the case might be. The Egyptian
corn ships, which were a State service, always came across from
Alexandria and anchored at Oslia, where the grain was stored
until the capital required it. You can see the remains of these
granaries, and also the barracks where the corps of firemen
were quartered, an important department of Ostia's
municipality.

Overlooking the theatre is a large open space, the Forum,
which is lined all the way round with the head-offices of the
shipping companies. It is an ancient Cockspur Street and,
like Cockspur Street, it indulged in decorative effects. Nearly
every mosaic courtyard shows Neptune, dolphins, tridents, and
ships, and each office has a mosaic pavement on which are
depicted corn-ships and such-like subjects, with a notice
proclaiming that part of the world with which the company
traded. These are probably among the earliest examples of
commercial advertisement.

It is difficult to imagine that Ostia was once the busies*,
and most important seaport in the world. This now
melancholy ruin, deserted both by life and the sea, once
fed the hungry mouth of Rome, and most new things found
their way to the heart of the Empire along its paved main-
street. The Apostles and the Saints trod these stones in the
early age of the Church, and though we know from Acts that
St. Paul was sent to Rome overland from Putcoli, near Naples,
it may well be that St. Peter came first to Ostia. It is certain
that other saints and martyrs used this port in the course of
their missionary lives.